NEW YORK WOMEN IN FILM AND TELEVISION
INVITES YOU TO:

OPEN MEETING — Screening and Reception

Ferry Tales
Produced & Directed by Katja Esson

Home Box Office hosts NYWIFT’s Open Meeting this month
with a special presentation of Ferry Tales, Katja

Esson’s AcademyAward-nominated documentary short,
which turns the unlikely setting of the Staten Island

Ferry Powder Room into a celebration of sisterhood.
Producer/director Esson observes a group ofivomen
commuters as they put on their make-up and are
transformed from housewives to businesswomen, from
mothers to lawyers, from sisters to socialites. What starts as
a funny account becomes deeply moving as, one by one,
these women draw each other out, solve one another’s
problems, and just dish up the latest ferry gossip. NYWIFT
member Sabine Schenk and Corinna Sager also produced
the film.

Ferry Tales was acquired by HBO immediately after the
2002 IFP Market. It has screened at a number of film
festivals including Woodstock, where it received an
honorable mention, Seattle, Florida, New Orleans, and
Austin. Its showing at the International Documentary
Association’s Theatrical Screening Series qualified the film
for the 2004 Academy Awards.
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Katja Esson is a German-born, New York-based
writer/director who mixes documentary, narrative and
experimental genres. Esson’s Vertical Traveler (2001), for
instance, explores the pioneering spirit of New York City
through the metaphor of the city’s unique relationship with
elevators. The film was broadcast on PBS and on Europe’s
ARTE Channel. Esson began her career in Miami as a
production assistant for the notorious rap group 2 Live Crew.
She has directed a variety of award-winning documentaries,
short films and commercials. Born and raised in Hamburg,
she also works regularly for German television and, in 1997,
she received a fellowship for her screenplay El Aleman at
Berlin’s Master School, and her narrative short film Speech
Less won the Gold Award at Houston and the Special Jury
Prize at Nancy, France.

Additional credits include the documentaries Miami Que
Linda Es Cuba (1994) and Searching For Sense (2002) and
Adam, Made To Order Savior which examines the thorny
issues raised by pre-implantation genetic diagnosis, by
focusing on a child “designed” to be a perfect donor for his
sister.

MMM vent produced by Paula Heredia.
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ADMISSION INFORMATION
A TITT
[T uesday, May 11th

(I p.m. Reception « 7 p.m. Screening/Q&A
[IIIMITIMTHBO 1100 Avenue of the Americas (at 42nd
Street)

[T ree to NYWIFT members and nonmembers
MIIMIMIMIMMMMRSVP: 212 679-0870, ext. 3 or online above



